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Epidemiological and clinical investigation

Figure 1: Epidemic curve for Rydges on Swanston Outbreak, by date of calculated symptom onset, including QLD case

*for asymptomatic cases symptom onset is estimated as first positive specimen collection date
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Figure 2: Epidemic curve for Rydges on Swanston Outbreak, by date of diagnosis, including QLD case
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Figure 3: Onset date and incubation period for confirmed cases, Rydges on Swanston

Note: The timeline cascade will not include the case diagnosed in Queensland

Case definitions

Current COVID-19 case definition (as of 2 June 2020)

A person who tests positive to a validated SARS-CoV-2 nucleic acid test or has the virus identified by 
electron microscopy or viral culture.

Outbreak case definitions

Confirmed case: 

A person tested positive for COVID-19 with an epidemiological link to the Rydges on Swanston 
Outbreak whose symptoms began on or after 11 May 2020.

Note: travellers who are in detention at Rydges on Swanston will be consider as a potential outbreak 
case if they have had direct contact with another confirmed outbreak case or if they are linked by 
genomic analysis.

Close Contact: 

Any person who has had exposure of 15 minutes face to face or two hours in the same enclosed 
space to a confirmed outbreak case. 
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high likelihood of fomite spread from poor cleaning products being utilised, poor PPE used by security 
staff, and a lack of education surrounding cleaning practices. At risk populations include staff 
members from the hotel, DHHS staff, nurses, and various other HCWs that were onsite to attend to 
the people in hotel detention. Outside of the hotel, there has been onward household transmission to 
partners and housemates. 
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Risk communication

Key events
[Include information on internal communication, including briefings and communication with the 
Minister’s Officer. Detail when media releases and press conference are released/take place]

Escalation point Date of escalation

Deputy Public Health Commander CCOM 17:00, 26 May 2020

Public Health Commander 17:48, 26 May 2020

Chief Health Officer 20:10, 26 May 2020

Minister’s Office 20:10, 26 May 2020

Communication with exposed settings
Initial request for information from the Rydges on the evening of 26 May 2020.

Key messages – general public
Approved media holding lines as of 26 May 2020

Statement 

The department has been notified of a COVID-19 case in a staff member at Rydges on Swanston, 
Melbourne. 

The source of acquisition for this case is under investigation and all potential sources of transmission 
will be explored. 

All identified close contacts of the staff member have been contacted and placed into quarantine. 

Any staff who are classified as close contacts of the case will be tested. 

Thorough cleaning of relevant parts of the hotel is being undertaken, alongside other appropriate 
public health actions including contact tracing, isolation and quarantine where required. 

Background 

The hotel is not currently open to the public. 

There are some returned overseas travellers observing their quarantine at the hotel. 

The cause of the infection is under investigation.
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28/05/2020 Full commercial bioclean of common/affected areas conducted by Ikon 
cleaning – documentation received and filed in TRIM folder

28/05/2020 On-site visit by outbreak squad nurses to provide IPC education

29/05/2020 Notification of Case 3 by ACL at ~1000h; case interview completed

Emergency accommodation arrangements made for Case 3

Notification of Case 4 by Doctor at ~1200h; case interview completed

Notification of Case 5 by VIDRL at ~1800h; case interview completed

Notification of Case 6 by VIDRL at ~2000h; unable to contact case

29/05/2020 Following notification of cases 3 and 4, decisions made that:

 Any staff who have worked at Rydges on Swanston since the 
11th May (14 days before symptom onset in Case 1 & 2) should 
not work elsewhere, unless they have not been on site in the 
past 14 days AND have had a negative swab. Information 
relayed to relevant agencies (including Swing Shift, YNA, 
Unified Security, Alfred Health, Rydges, DHHS)

 Directive to implement at least daily commercial cleaning (using 
disinfectant with antiviral activity) with a particular focus on 
common areas and high touch surfaces

Following notification of cases 5 and 6 decision made to limit movement 
of staff and patients in and out of premises effective immediately:

 No new admissions to hotel

 Minimising all movement of residents outside their rooms 
(except for emergency care) 

 No movement of staff between hotel sites, including all health 
staff, AOs, team leaders, support staff, DJPR team leaders, 
security and hotel staff (time frame currently unclear)

30/05/2020 Actions from OMT #5:

 At least once daily cleaning & disinfection of all common areas 
and frequently touched surfaces to commence

 Ongoing education and PPE training for staff

 Explore option of embed IPC lead from a health service

 Quarantine staff who attended for 30 min or more between 18 
May and midday on 28 May for 14 days since last exposure

 Emergency accommodation for cases 3 & 5

 Communications to staff

3/06/2020 Late on 3 June, PHU staff became aware that a close contact of the 
exposure site worked two shifts at a correctional facility when they were 
supposed to be in quarantine. The close contact is asymptomatic and 
has received one negative test; a second test is pending. Although the 
public health risk is considered low, the correctional facility, Justice 
Health and Corrections Victoria have been advised of this situation.
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Line list 
List does not include the OLD notified case. 

Case PHESSID Age Group Sex Onset Date Diagnosis Date Clinical Status Cluster Link 

17 320203567743 2020-06-11 2020-06-18 Well , isolation complete Social 

16 320203518386 2020-06-07 2020-06-12 Well , isolation complete Household 

15 320203585777 2020-06-07 2020-06-10 Well , isolation complete Household 

14 320203506661 2020-06-04 2020-06-09 Well , isolation complete Staff 

13 320203514855 NA 2020-06-03 Well , isolation complete Household 

12 320203514833 2020-05-29 2020-06-01 Well , isolation complete Household 

11 320203515292 2020-05-29 2020-06-01 Well , isolation complete Household 

10 320203515305 2020-05-30 2020-06-01 Well , isolation complete Household 

9 320203515315 2020-05-30 2020-06-01 Well , isolation complete Household 

8 320203515304 2020-05-30 2020-05-31 Well , isolation complete Household 

7 320203514863 2020-05-25 2020-05-30 Well , isolation complete Staff 

6 320203514969 2020-05-29 2020-05-30 Well , isolation complete Staff 

5 320203509872 NA 2020-05-29 Well , isolation complete Staff 

4 320203511748 NA 2020-05-29 Well , isolation complete Staff 

3 320203513656 2020-05-27 2020-05-29 Well , isolation complete Staff 

2 320203487846 2020-05-25 2020-05-27 Well , isolation complete Staff 

320203450603 2020-05-25 2020-05-26 Well , isolation complete Staff 
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Outbreak demographic summary 
Includes Victorian notified cases only.

N Perc %

Total 17 100

Female 4 23.5

Male 13 76.5Sex

Unknown 0 0

0-9 0 0

10-19 2 11.8

20-29 11 64.7

30-39 2 11.8

40-49 1 5.9

50-59 1 5.9

60-69 0 0

70-79 0 0

80-89 0 0

Age group

90+ 0 0

Indigenous 0 0

Non-
Indigenous 16 94.1Indigenous 

status

Unknown 1 5.9

Admitted, 
not known 
to be in ICU

0 0

Admitted to 
ICU 0 0

Home 
isolation 0 0

Hospital in 
the home 0 0

Deceased 0 0

Well, 
isolation 
complete

17 100

Clinical 
status

Not 
recorded 0 0
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Shifts worked by staff cases at Rydges 

Date Case2 Case3 Case4 Case 5 Case 6 Case 7 Cases 

Details 

Role REDACTED REDACTED REDACTED 

Sx 2510512020 2510512020 Asymptomatic 2710512020 2510512020 2910512020 Asymptomatic 0410612020 
onset 

11 May 

12 May 

13 May 

14 May 

15 May 

16 May 

17 May 

19 May 

20 May 

21 May 

22 May 

23 May 
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24 May 

25 May 

26 May 

27 May 

28 May 

*text in red denotes shifts worked during infectious period 
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Figure 4: Visio transmission diagram, Rydges Swanston, Updated 21 June 2020, 15:00 
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